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Post-It Note Activity
November's main activity on the Strategic Plan Study is the
Post-It Note Activity. Launching on November 2nd at both L.E.
Shore and the Craigleith Heritage Depot locations, community
members can stop in, grab a sanitized Sharpie and stack of
post-it notes, and add your feedback to the 14 questions we
have for community feedback.
In 2018 we ran this event as a one day program, but due to
limited capacity indoors and physical distancing, this event will
run for 3 weeks ending on November 23rd. Importantly, this
gives an opportunity for the community to stop back often and
comment on other's thoughts.
BMPL has purchased a number of prizes for participants. With
each stop in at either location you will get a sheet of raffle
tickets. Drop your tickets into the silent auction boxes and win
some great prizes!
For more information on our Strategic Plan Study, please visit
our website or read the Strategic Plan Study Update which was
distributed to each household in The Blue Mountains Review
October print.

Lest We Forget - November Book List
On November 11th, Canadians will honour Remembrance

The Stone Carvers by Jane Urquhart

Day. Here are 10 works of fiction, non-fiction, and children's

Spanning three decades, and moving

literature that memorialize the experience of war.

from a German-settled village in Ontario

This Month In the Gallery

to Europe after the Great War, this book

Exhibit Launch: Three Different Perspectives
November 2, 2021 - December 5, 2021

The Arts and Culture Council presents "Three Different
Perspectives", an exhibition featuring the works of
Diana Bick, Ted Sivell, and Kate Esplen.

follows the paths of immigrants,
labourers, and dreamers.
The Girl You Left Behind by Jojo Moyes
When their town falls to the Germans,
Sophie is forced to serve them every
evening at her hotel. From the moment the new Kommandant

This exhibit is available in-person at L.E. Shore and online

sets eyes on Sophie’s portrait—painted by her artist husband—a

on our Exhibits webpage. All purchases can be taken in-

dangerous obsession is born.

person at L.E. Shore, via phone by calling 519-599-3681
ext. 5, and by emailing TheGallery@TheBlueMountains.ca.

Vimy: the Battle and the Legend by Tim Cook (NF) Cook is
one of Canada's foremost military historians. In this work, he
examines the battle of Vimy Ridge in April 1917 which was
unlike any other battle in Canadian history: it has been
described as the birth of the nation.
Deafening by Frances Itani Set on the eve of the Great War,
this novel spans two continents and the lives of a young deaf
woman and her beloved husband.
War Horse by Michael Morpurgo (JF) Set during World War I,
this heartfelt story begins with the remarkable friendship
between a horse and his young trainer. When they’re forced
apart by war, we follow the horse’s extraordinary journey as he
changes and inspires the lives of everyone he meets as he tries
to find his way home.
In Flanders Fields: 100 Years by Amanda Betts (NF) A
collection of essays on war, loss and remembrance to
commemorate the 100th anniversary of the writing of Canada's
most famous poem. Published in 2015.
Somewhere in France by Jennifer Robson A daring young
woman will risk her life to find her destiny in this atmospheric,
beautifully drawn historical debut novel--a tale of love, hope,
and danger set during the First World War.
Rilla of Ingleside by L.M. Montgomery (JF) The final book in
the Anne of Green Gables series, it's 1914 and the world is on
the brink of war, young Rilla Blythe is swept into a drama that
tests her courage and changes her life forever.
Into the Blizzard by Michael Winter (NF) A story of the young
men of the Royal Newfoundland Regiment and the Battle of the
Somme. This story touches on the reverberations of that battle,
which are still felt in Canada and Europe today.
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WEEKLY PROGRAMS
Seniors Exercise

Museum From Home

#YourArchives

Mondays | 10:00am
BMPL Facebook | Drop-in
Improve your health and
fitness with light aerobic
exercises and stretches.

Mondays | 12:30pm
CHD Facebook & Twitter | Drop-In
Start your week with highlights and
the history of items in the Craigleith
Heritage Depot’s Museum collection.

Mondays | 1:00pm
CHD Facebook & Twitter | Drop-In
Our initiative #yourarchives aims to
get the community involved in digital
archives. Tag us in your archive posts!

Kids Clubhouse

Techy Tuesday

Tuesdays | 4:30pm
Zoom | Registration
Want to meet up with your friends and get creative
together? Join us over Zoom! We will guide you
through activities and discuss the week's theme.
Registration is now open!

Tuesdays | 7:00pm
BMPL Facebook | Drop-in
Swing by BMPL's Facebook page to learn something
new and exciting about technology each week.

Wired Wednesday

Bedtime Story Time

Wednesdays | 1:00pm
BMPL Facebook & YouTube | Drop-in
Join Ashley on our Facebook page for virtual tech help.
She will discuss a different Library resource or tech
topic every week and provide tech assistance.

Wednesdays | 7:00pm
BMPL Facebook & YouTube | Drop-in
These quiet stories and rhymes will help get
your family ready for bed. Wear your PJs and
bring your teddy bear.

101 Things About the Craigleith Station Building

Digital Book Club

Thursdays | 12:00pm
CHD Facebook & Twitter | Drop-in
We will be posting stories and histories of the little Craigleith Station
from its inception in the late 1880s to its transformation into a
museum, archive, and library.

Thursdays | 1:00pm
BMPL Facebook | Drop-in
Each week features a new book discussion topic
to hear your thoughts on books.

Virtual Story Time

Story Time in The Gallery

Fridays | 11:00am
BMPL Facebook | Drop-in
Support your young children develop a love of reading. Songs, rhymes and
stories are shared. Suitable for children of all ages, stages and abilities.

Fridays | 11:00am | Registration Required
LES Lawn | Drop In, Spaces Limited
With the cooler weather upon us, Outdoor Story Time
has moved indoors! Meet us in the Gallery for
stories, rhymes, movement songs, and lots of fun!
Visit our Event Calendar for registration.

Favourite Fossils
Fridays | 5:00pm
CHD Facebook & Twitter | Drop-in
Explore the prehistoric past with
fossils from the Craigleith Heritage
Depot!

Trivia Game Night
Fridays | 7:00pm
BMPL Facebook & Event Calendar | Drop-in
New weekly Trivia themes posted every
Friday for you to enjoy all week long!
Get the link on our Facebook page
or Event Calendar.

Monthly Scavenger Hunts

Dorothy Crysler Bird Club

L.E. Shore & Craigleith Heritage Depot | Drop-in
Each month a new outdoor scavenger hunt will go up
on the windows of each of our branches buildings. Test
your eyes and see if you can find all the hidden items!

Nov. 20 | 9:30am | Registration
This month we meet at
L.E. Shore to watch a film
about songbirds.
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SPECIAL THIS MONTH
Take & Make: DIY Tea Blend

Post-It Note Activity: Kick Off Event

Nov. 1 - Nov. 30
Experience the joy of creating your own Earl Grey tea
blends from the Valley Alchemist with a Take & Make
Kit. The Kit Includes: 4 kinds of tea leaves, a storage
container, recipe card, and tea steeping bags.

Nov. 2 | L.E. Shore & Craigleith Heritage Depot
The famous Post-It Note Activity is back and better
than ever! Starting Nov. 2 and running until Nov. 23.
To support physical distancing, we'll be having this drop-in
activity over 3 weeks. This is a key part of our Phase II, so stop
in and stop in often.

(while supplies last)

Three Different Perspectives

Author Talk: Jen McGuire

Nov. 2 | The Gallery | In-Person & Online
The Arts and Culture Council presents
Three Different Perspectives, an exhibition
featuring the works of Diana Bick,
Ted Sivell, and Kate Esplen.
Exhibit runs Nov. 2 to Dec. 5, 2021.

Nov. 4 | 1:00pm | L.E. Shore | Registration Required
Join the author of Nest: Letting Go From Italy, France
and Ireland for an online Author Talk. This funny and
lighthearted book is an honest and touching account
about being a mother, being a woman and even
contains a love story. Register online.

Adventures in Digital Arts for Youth

Teen Group Young Adult Book Club

Nov. 13 | 10:00am | L.E. Shore | Registration Required
This free tech session will explore cartooning with the
creation of a comic strip and lighting design for film using
the latest and coolest in tech such as Apple Pencils, and
Digital Cinema Cameras. Ages 8-13. Register Online!
Limited spaces.

Nov. 18 | 6:00pm | L.E. Shore | Registration
Book discussions will happen on the third Thursday of
every month from 6-7 pm. We will chat about the
books we have read, have some goodies, and lots of
fun! Come on out, and meet new people, find new
authors, and read great books! Registration required.

Letters to Santa
Nov. 22 - Dec. 2 | L.E. Shore
Write a letter to Santa and drop it in our
North Pole Mailbox at the L.E. Shore
Library, and the staff there will make sure it
gets to Santa at the North Pole!
Check our website for more details.

Tween Group
Nov. 25 | 4:00pm | L.E. Shore | Registration
Interactive meetings where you'll have
opportunities to share your thoughts and
opinions, try new library programs, and
develop new skills. Make, Explore, and
Lead with TWAG during a tween-led meeting.

The Blue Mountains Public Library

FOCUS GROUPS

Making Cent$ of Money: Budgeting 101
Nov. 24 | 6:00pm | Zoom | Registration Required
This is a fantastic webinar with the foundations needed to
create and maintain a household budget. Learn the 7 steps
to budgeting which will help you take control of your finances
and give you peace of mind.

Winter Birding in Ontario
Nov. 30 | 7:00pm | BMPL YouTube
Learn about bird watching in the colder months of winter with
David T. Chapman. This engaging presentation on backyard
songbirds, waterfowl, and birds of prey will set you off on a
lifelong journey of looking for all your favourite species.
For more information on these
programs, visit our
Event Calendar on our website.

Do you live, work, or play in The Town of The Blue Mountains?
Share your insights on our Gallery, Library, Archive,
and Museum (GLAM) so we can plan for the future!

Join the BMPL Team at one of our Focus Groups
and help inform our next Strategic Plan.

Educators | Nov. 3 | 3:45pm | L.E. Shore
East End | Nov. 6 | 10:00am | Craigleith Community Centre
Arts and Culture | Nov. 10 | 6:00pm | L.E. Shore
Open Topic | Nov. 13 | 10:00am | Ravenna Hall
Open Topic | Nov. 17 | 6:00pm | L.E. Shore
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Mary Currie: Bluebird of Craigleith
“Rather a dull, wet day.” Isabel Mary Currie of Craigleith was anticipating an uninteresting year when
she wrote that line in her diary on January 1, 1916. But a week later, rather than preparing for a job
in Lansing, Michigan she enlisted in the Canadian Army Medical Corps (CAMC) and was preparing to
serve as a Nursing Sister in the First World War. "Bluebird" as the uniform was blue and white.
Mary’s amazing story is told through images, documents and
artifacts that found their way to the museum after research
began in 2019 on the Our Military Heritage exhibit (on-line).
Through a series of connections we reached Mary’s great
nieces and nephew in British Columbia who stored her
collection. John Angus Currie was the nieces’ father, and
had cared for Mary prior to her death on November 8, 1965.
Mary Currie in Nursing Uniform

He was responsible for saving this remarkable collection.

WWI Field Hospital after a bombing

An exhibit in honour of WWI veteran Mary Currie is now on display in the hallway of L.E. Shore. To see even more content visit
Our Military Heritage online. View the WWI section and see the artifacts and images that document Mary Currie's time as a
nursing sister. Highlights include letters from those she helped, an autograph album with signatures and artwork from her
patients and peers, diaries and many remarkable images she took. Together they tell the story of a formidable young local
woman. The museum is honoured to be able to continue to care for this collection for the family and the future.

Art Books for Sale

Author Talks Galore!

The Arts & Culture Council (ACC) has introduced to The

We are lucky to be joined by two popular authors! Join us with

Gallery a new feature – a display of art books for sale by

Jen McGuire in November and Ken Haigh in December.

donation. This is a collaboration with Beaver Valley Outreach
(BVO) and The Blue Mountains Public Library.

Jen McGuire, author of Nest: Letting Go From Italy, France
and Ireland, will be sharing insight into her novel. This funny

Donations can be left at the circulation desk and all proceeds

and lighthearted book is an honest and touching account about

go to BVO. Browse the collection when viewing the exhibits.

being a mother, being a woman, and even contains a love

New books will be added regularly, so check back often!

story. Jen will be sharing memories of raising her kids and her
adventures in Europe, all a focus in this novel. Join us from
the comfort of your own home as she shares inspiration for the
book on Thursday, November 4th at 7:00pm. Register online
today!
In December hear from local author and former L.E. Shore
Library CEO, Ken Haigh. Hear the inspiration, writing, and
publishing process for Ken's second published book, On Foot
to Canterbury. There will be a travel element, including a
slideshow. We are also celebrating the 26th anniversary of the
L.E Shore Library! Ken will end the presentation with a chat
about the building's history and his time as CEO. This talk
takes place Thursday, December 2nd at 7:00pm. Register
Online to attend this Zoom program.

DIY Tea Take Home Kit

Experience the joy of creating your own delicious Earl Grey tea blends from the Valley Alchemist with a Take & Make Kit (please
note, tea contains caffeine). The Kit Includes: 4 kinds of tea leaves, a tea storage container, instruction card, and of course, tea
steeping bags. Register online to pick up your free DIY Tea Blend kit at L.E. Shore Library or Craigleith Depot after November 1.
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Board Corner
November Meeting. As we move into the November Board
Meeting, the last regular meeting of the third year of the Board
cycle, we once again look back and evaluate our efforts this
year: evaluation of the Board, CEO, and the Annual Action Plan
successes. We additionally begin to look forward into the 2022
year. This next Board meeting will see the annual election of
our Board Chair and Vice Chair, approval of the BMPL 2022
Budget, and beginning the discussions of the 2022 Annual
Action Plan list. As we are mid-way in our Strategic Plan Study,
the 2022 Action Plan will be a shorter plan, intended to be
achieved in the months prior to the new Strategic Plan, or with
tasks that may cross over between the two plans.
Board Meeting Pilot Program Nearing End. A pilot program of
online broadcasting of Board Meetings occurred in 2021 due to
the pandemic. At the October Board Meeting the Board had a
discussion on how to proceed with meetings in 2022. As options
for gathering become more flexible the Board may return to
face-to-face meetings. However, one benefit of meeting online
is the volume of people who have been watching our meetingseither live or after the fact on both Facebook and YouTube. On
average, there have been more than 50 views in a month since
the pandemic broadcasting began. Members of the Board
acknowledged that, while face-to-face is preferred for meeting
interaction, the opportunity for public viewing was a something
that they wish not to lose. Unfortunately, BMPL is not set-up for
a hybrid meeting and does not have the ability to properly
stream an in-person session. The BMPL staff will be
investigating options and costs for implementation in 2022.
Board & CEO Drop-In. There are a few more opportunities to
meet with the the Chair or Vice Chair of the Board, and CEO.
These are a great opportunity to provide your comments for the
Strat Plan Study, or general governance feedback. The
November opportunities are Monday, Nov 1 at 2:00pm in the
L.E. Shore Boardroom, and Saturday, Nov 27 at 10:00am in the
Boardroom.

Our Virtual Branch is open 24/7.
Have a question? We're here for you!
519-599-3681 | LibraryInfo@TheBlueMountains.ca
www.TheBlueMountainsLibrary.ca
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L.E. Shore Library
173 Bruce St. S., Thornbury
LibraryInfo@TheBlueMountains.ca

Craigleith Heritage Depot
113 Lakeshore Rd. E., Blue Mountains
Depot@TheBlueMountains.ca

LES Hours
Mon / Wed / Fri / Sat: 10am-5pm
Tues / Thu: 10am-7pm

CHD Hours
Tues / Thu / Fri: 12pm-5pm
Wed: 4pm-7pm
Sat: 10am-4pm
Sun: 12pm-4pm
TheBlueMountainsLibrary.ca | 519-599-3681

